Is talamh féarach, cothrom, le césta é Machair, talamh
nach bhfuil ach ar chésta thiar na hAlban agus na
hEireann agus ta Oiledin Arann ar an bpiosa is faide 6
dheas den daileadh seo. | gcas Machair ni theastaionn
ach beagan innilte agus bainistithe le luach ard
caomhnaithe na gnathéige a chothabhail. Is Gnathég le
stadas tosaiochta é Machair ata liostaithe in larscribhinn
1 Threoir an AE maidir le Gnathéga. Is gnathéga
tabhachtacha iad Machair na n-oilean freisin do speiceas
éan goir ar nés Pilibini agus Clochrain (Lysaght 2002). Ta
neadu Pilibini sna féara Machair coitianta in Oileain Arann
ach iad ag éiri an-ghann in aiteanna eile.

Is &bhar caomhantais in Eirinn iad roinnt de na héanacha
a bhionn ar Oileain Arann. Is abhar mér caomhantais

iad na speicis ar an Liosta Dearg @, abhar meanach
caomhantais iad speiceas an Liosta Omra @ agus abhar
iseal caomhantais iad speiceas an Liosta Uaine

(Colhoun & Cummins 2013) agus ta na speicis seo a
dtaispeaint thios.

Colhoun, K. and Cummins, S. (2013). Birds of Conservation Concern in
Ireland 2014-2019. Irish Birds 9: 523-544.

Lysaght, L. (2002). An Atlas of breeding birds of the Burren and the Aran
Islands. Bird Watch Ireland.

Machair is a flat, coastal grassland that only occurs on the
west coast of Scotland and Ireland with the Aran Islands
marking the most southern station of its distribution.
Machair requires low intensity grazing and management
to maintain the high conservation value of the habitat.
Machair is a priority habitat listed in Annex 1 of the

EU Habitats Directive. Machair on the islands are also
important habitats for breeding bird species such as
Lapwings and Wheatear (Lysaght 2002). Lapwing nesting
in Machair grassland is a common occurrence on the Aran
Islands that is becoming increasingly rare elsewhere.

Some of the birds on the Aran Islands are birds of
conservation concern in Ireland. The Red List species
@ are of high conservation concern, Amber List species
are of medium conservation concern and Green List
species @ are of low conservation concern (Colhoun &
Cummins 2013) and these species are shown below.

Colhoun, K. and Cummins, S. (2013). Birds of Conservation Concern in
Ireland 2014-2019. Irish Birds 9: 523-544.

Lysaght, L. (2002). An Atlas of breeding birds of the Burren and the Aran
Islands. Bird Watch Ireland.
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Is gnathdga tabhachtacha foraiste agus
neadaithe iad féara feirmithe na n-oilean do
réimse speiceas éan. Ta 53 speiceas ar fad
d’éanacha goir taifeadta ar thri Oiledn Arann
(Lysaght 2002).

Solathraionn féara cailcreacha speiceas-
shaibhir agus maéinéir féar tirim na n-oilean bia
do na héanacha a itheann siolta, leithéidi an
Lasair Choille, agus is gnathég neadaithe iad
d’éanacha a dhéanann a gcuid neadacha ar an
talamh ar nés Pilibini, Crotaigh agus Fuiseoga.

Braitheann speiceas éan ar nés an Chaig ar
fhéara innilte a bhionn bainistithe go traidisiunta
agus ina mbionn cruimh agus feithidi mar go

n-itheann siad cuid mhaith acu seo. Ta laghdu
tagtha ar an gcag sna ceantair ina bhfuil laghdu
ar innilt (www.birdwatchireland.ie).

The farmed grasslands of the islands provide
important foraging and nesting habitats for a
range of bird species. In total 53 breeding bird
species have been recorded on the three Aran
Islands (Lysaght 2002).

The species-rich calcareous grasslands and
hay meadows of the islands provide food

for seed eating birds such as goldfinch, and
nesting habitat for ground nesting birds such
as Lapwings, Curlews and Skylarks.

Bird species such as the Chough rely on
grazed grasslands that have been managed
traditionally and support grubs and insects
that are an important part of their diet.
Numbers of Chough have declined in areas
where grazing pressure has decreased
(www.birdwatchireland.ie).
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Spiorég
Sparrowhawk
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Falco tinnunculus
Pocaire gaoithe
Kestrel
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Togra AranLIFE LIFE Project

Ta an togra AranLIFE ag obair le feirmeoiri ar thri Oilean Arann,

ag forbairt agus ag cur chun cinn cleachtais feirmeoireachta
traidisiunta agus inbhuanaithe, a rachaidh chun tairbhe do
thimpeallacht nadurtha na nOilean. Beidh an togra i bhfeidhm 6
2014 go 2017 agus ta sé a mhaoiniu tri Chiste LIFE Nature an AE
(maoiniu 75% 6 LIFE, 25% 6 chomhphairtithe an togra in Eirinn).
Dirionn an togra ar na cleachtais feirmeoireachta a chruthaigh
tirdhreach aitheanta Arann agus ar ar bunaiodh suiomhanna Natura
2000 na n-oilean (suiomhanna a thugann cosaint do ghnathéga
agus speicis a bhfuil tAbhacht Eorpach leo). Bainfear leas as eolas
agus as taithi feirmeoiri aitiula thar na céadta bliain chomh maith le
saineolas eolaioch phairtithe an togra chun na dushldin a bhaineann
le feirmeoireacht ar oiledn a sharu agus freisin chun stadas
caomhnaithe na suiomhanna Natura a fheabhsu.

The AranLIFE project is working with farmers on the three Aran
Islands to develop and promote traditional and sustainable
farming practices to benefit the Islands’ natural environment. It
will operate from 2014-2017 and is funded through the EU LIFE
Nature Fund (75% LIFE funding; 25% Irish project partners). The
project focuses on the farming practices that created the iconic
Aran landscape and led to the designation of the islands’ Natura
2000 sites (sites to protect habitats and species of European
importance). It will harness centuries of local farming knowledge
and experience with the scientific expertise of project partners
to overcome the challenges of island farming and to improve the
conservation status of the Natura sites.

LIFE+ Nadur & Bithéagsulacht
LIFE+ Nature & Biodiversity

Ta LIFE+ DULRA AGUS BITHEAGSULACHT ar cheann de phriomhshnaithe
chlar maoinithe an Aontais Eorpaigh don chomhshaol. Tacaionn sé le
tionscadail a chuidionn le feidhmiu Threoracha an AE maidir le hEin agus
Gnathoéga, le lionra Natura 2000 agus le sprioc an AE maidir le stop a chur
le caillteanas bithéagsulachta.

LIFE+ NATURE AND BIODIVERSITY is one of the main strands of the European
Union’s funding programme for the environment. It supports projects that
contribute to the implementation of the EU’s Birds and Habitats Directives,
the Natura 2000 network and that contribute to the EU’s goal of halting the
loss of biodiversity.

Tuilleadh sonrai faoin togra ar fail ag:
Further details of the project can be found at:

www.aranlife.ie
AranLIFE12/NAT/IE/000995
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Vanellus vanellus
Pilibin
Lapwing
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Gallinago gallinago

Naosach,
Gabhairin reé
Snipe
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Numenius arquata
Crotach*
Curlew

* Ni neadaionn sé
ar na hoileain

*Does not breed
on the islands
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Columba palumbus
Colm coille
Woodpigeon
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Cuculus canorus
Cuach
Cuckoo
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Alauda arvensis
Fuiseog
Skylark
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Hirundo rustica
Fainleog
Swallow
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Anthus pratensis
Banaltra na Cuaiche,
Riabh6g mhéna
Meadow Pipit

Grianghraf/Photo © A. Kelly
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Anthus petrosus
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Troglodytes : _
troglodytes

Dreoilin
Wren
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Erithacus rubecula
Spideog
Robin
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Saxicola rubicola
Caislin aitinn
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Corvus cornix
Feannég, ) "
Cardg Liath VJ'- b
Hooded Crow' .
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Carduelis cannabina
Gleoiseach
Linnet
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Motacilla alba
Siobhainin an bhothair,
Glaso6g shraide

Pied Wagtail
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Turdus philomelos

Song Thrush
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Pica pica
Cabaire breac;
Snag breac

Magpie "~ TERNERS
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Passer
domesticus
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Corvus monedula

Jackdaw
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Sturnus vulgaris
Druid
Starling
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